
Saint Nicholas, The Santa Before Christmas 

Connor Porretto 

We are all familiar with Santa Claus, but he is known by 

many other names: Kris Kringle, Father Christmas, and 

you guessed it, Saint Nick. What few people know is that 

Saint Nicholas was a real person born in 270 A.D. The 

historic Saint Nick was a Christian bishop in the early 

300 to mid-300s, who gave necessities to the needy 

during his time in the Roman Catholic Church.  

One year, some families denied his gifts out of pride. 

That night, Saint Nicholas resolved to take to the 

rooftops with bags of gold. He climbed across rooftops, 

dropping bags down chimneys of families in needed 

that wouldn’t accept it from him.  

He never told anyone of his escapades that night, but 

instead wrote about it in his journal. A few years after 

his death in 343 AD, his journal was found and his 

alms became a legend among Christians. His gift-giving 

tradition carried on and became a tradition during the 

holiday Christians know and love--Christmas. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Evolution of Rockefeller Center and the Christmas Tree 
 

 

 

A NYC TREASURE 
 

Faculty Deck the Halls 
Abby Schaffer 

This month, MHS faculty members participated in a holiday door decorating contest to add cheer and support the Art 

Scholarship Fund which raised $255. Art club members assisted in decorating some doors. At the end of 

construction, judges evaluated each door. Congratulations to the Math Wing who won 1st Place! Mr. DeMarco for 2nd 

Place! and Ms. Castellani and Ms. Choate for 3rd! Other awards were given for the following categories: Best 

Academic Theme, Mr. Carofano; Most Out of the Box, Ms. Tremblay; Best School Spirit, Mr. Morrissey; Funniest Mrs. 

Martino; Most Detailed, Mr. Hisel; and Best 3D Construction, Ms. DeVogel. Thank you to all those who participated!                      

                     

On my door there are nearly 1,000 led lights. The display will play music during the judging. I try to have an academic theme so 

there is a planet snowman and one looking through a telescope. There are laser lights this year. It is also a nice addition to the 

nursery school Christmas shows when they come to visit. Love doing this.   - Mr. DeMarco 
 

It’s always fun to be in the Christmas spirit at this school. I love the Grinch. He’s on the door because it is one of my favorite 

movies.    - Mrs. Quirk 
 

My dad passed away 17 years ago and I used to always give him things with Snoopy on it; so I decided to do a Snoopy door to 

remember my dad. The student’s creativity and hard work for making my door has been very impressive. My favorite part is the 

three dimensional Snoopy which for me is to remember my dad named Henry. My second favorite is the individual light bulbs 

they made. Students are going to write names about people they miss on those and I think they did a beautiful job.   - Ms. Sear 
 

Mrs. DeStefano is a big elf fan and there are so many memorable scenes in that movie so she wanted to take over the whole 

hallway and have an elf theme. I love the movie Elf because Smiley is my favorite. Students creating my door are Gia Mercado 

and Victoria Sozio and they are doing a fantastic job.  - Mr. Grey  
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Ryan Crosby 

For many people, the lighting of The Rockefeller Center 

Christmas tree marks the start of the holiday season. 

The history of this long running tradition began before 

Rockefeller Center officially opened in 1933. It started in 

1931 when workers decorated a 20 foot balsam fir with 

cranberries, garlands of paper and tin cans. The first 

time the tree was lit occurred two years later in 1933. 

One year after that in 1934, one of the most 

recognizable parts of Rockefeller Center, the statue 

Prometheus was installed. The ice skating rink was 

completed two years later. The tree lighting was first 

televised in 1951, with the current television special 

Christmas in Rockefeller Center starting in 1997. 

TREE FACTS 
 This is the second year in a row that the 

giant evergreen is from the Hudson Valley: 

Florida, NY this year; Wallkill, NY in 2018. 

 Of all of the hosts, only Al Roker has been in 

every edition of Christmas in Rockefeller 

Center. 

 The first time LEDs illuminated the tree was 

in 2007. 

 Since 2007, all lumber from the felled trees 

is donated to Habitat for Humanity after the 

tree is removed. 
 

Learn more about one of NYC’s eminent landmarks at 

https://www.rockefellercenter.com/art-and-history 

 

 

What are you thankful for?  
Asked by Emma Elizondo 

Eva Carbone, Celeste Charlemagne, and 

Catherine McLoughlin: I am thankful for my family 

and friends. 

Angel Delgado: I am thankful for my parents. 

Liz Elizondo: I am thankful for my dog Chloe.  

Cooper Ross: I am thankful for my friends; my cat; 

the beautiful scenery of the Hudson Valley; Mrs. 

Rantinella, Mr. DeVenuto; Mr. Dileo; and hall 

monitor Mark. 
Vincent Olivo: I am thankful for the people who care 

about me.  

NYC Landmark: Rockefeller Center  

Secret Santa and Last Minute Gift Ideas 
Abby Schaffer 

The holiday season is a very joyous time, but when you're participating indifferent Secret Santa gift 

exchanges you may face a challenge. You never know what gifts to get or how to stay in budget while 

showing how much you care. Here is a list of thoughtful, budget friendly gift options. 
 
 A jar filled with favorite candies, Get a mason jar, 

fill it with an assortment of candy, and tie a ribbon 

around it. 

 A gift card to their favorite store. If you don’t know 

your secret Santa’s favorite store, you could get 

them a visa card.  

 A Christmas mug is perfect for the holiday season. 

Amazon has an assortment of mugs for a fair 

price. You can also find holiday mugs at local 

Goodwill and thrift stores. You can fill the mug 

with sweet treats or hot cocoa packets. 

 Colorful pens would be great for that friend who 

always asks you for a pen in class.  

 

 

 Slippers or fuzzy socks. Everyone likes a warm 

pair of fluffy socks, especially during the winter.  

 Buy a Christmas or scented candle, tie a ribbon 

around it, and stick a candy cane in the ribbon. 

 A journal/planner. Get your friend a planner to 

help them stay organized in 2020!  

 Adult coloring books are a great way to relieve 

stress and relax. 

 Phone case or accessories. An array of nice and 

affordable phone cases can be found online or at 

local stores. 

 Get creative. You could design a custom shirt with 

a funny inside joke or friend’s favorite celebrity. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join Our Staff 
The Dukes Declassified Staff meets every 

Wednesday at 2:30 in the Media Center 

Conference Room. New voices are welcome! 

Staff 
 

Abigail Schaffer 

Connor Porretto 

Christopher Campolo 

Ryan Crosby 

Emma Elizondo 

Nicholas Marinan 

Trinity Pagan 

Mrs. Amer, Advisor 

 

Happy New Year! See you in 2020! 



 
 
 
  

Editorial 

Does Marlboro Need a Food Bank? 
Abigail Schaffer 

With the holiday season upon us, individuals are 

donating food, clothing, and gifts to families in need. Many 

of our students participated in the “Thanksgiving for All” 

food drive. Teachers asked their students to bring in 

canned goods and other Thanksgiving essentials to donate 

to families in need.  

The holidays bring out the kindness in people, but 

shouldn’t we want to help out all year long? Recently, the 

idea of local, yearlong food bank was mentioned. Having a 

local food bank would encourage more people to 

volunteer. The Hudson Valley Food Bank is located in 

Cornwall, which means local residents travel half an hour 

to pick up food if they are in need or to donate and 

volunteer. A food bank in Marlboro, might encourage more 

people to donate because it is local. Furthermore, MHS 

students could help out or volunteer. Regardless of the 

time of year, people should want to help others and be 

encouraged to donate to those in need.  

Help out our community by supporting the idea of a 

local, yearlong food bank. If you are interested in starting 

a local food bank, contact Abby Schaffer, Connor Porretto 

or Mrs. Amer.  
 

 

Thanksgiving Truths 
Nicholas Marinan 

Most Americans celebrate Thanksgiving 

believing it observes a peace offering from the 

Native Americans to the Pilgrims, but that's 

not the truth. The holiday superseded 

Evacuation Day, a national holiday held on 

November 25th each year prior to the Civil 

War which commemorated the British 

withdrawing from the United States after the 

American Revolution. During the American 

Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln 

promoted a national Thanksgiving Day on the 

final Thursday of November 1863 in order to 

help unite the North and South. Since then, 

Thanksgiving has been observed annually in 

the United States.  

The U.S. tradition echoes a meal held in 

1621 between the Wampanoag native people 

and the Pilgrims, who settled at Plymouth 

plantation. In modern times, Thanksgiving 

dinner features turkey, which were plentiful in 

the colony. Thanksgiving traditions vary, but it 

for the Pilgrims it was a religious observance 

for all members of the community to give 

thanks to God. Today, most communities hold 

food drives to collect non-perishable, 

packaged, and canned foods, and many 

corporations sponsor charitable distribution of 

ample food and Thanksgiving dinners. 

When most Americans think of 

Thanksgiving, they picture turkey and family, 

but the Native Americans have a different 

historical perspective. Native people use the 

holiday to mourn those who passed and honor 

the traditions lost after European colonization. 

Discussing whether our country should revise 

its beliefs about the holiday, Edward Rios 

believes that Thanksgiving wouldn’t have the 

same meaning because most Americans 

wouldn’t be as thankful if the emphasis was 

on mourning. He thinks that Thanksgiving will 

change in time, because it can be a holiday 

that promotes peace, family, and honor the 

losses indigenous people have experienced 

since the colonists settled North America.  



Backpack Program Benefits Students in Need 
Abby Schaffer 

The Backpack Program supplies 

less fortunate students with a 

backpack full of food, drinks and 

snacks. Each week approximately 

30 backpacks filled with food for 

the weekend are sent home with 

kids in need. This program is in 

place in all three Marlboro Central 

School District buildings. The 

District works with the Hudson 

Valley Food Pantry and the 

Marlboro Faculty Association 

[MFA] to provide food.  

Several organizations in the 

community help out by donating 

food and raising funds. 

The Backpack Program continues 

during the summer because some 

kids rely on the meals in school as 

their main source of nutrition. 

Summer food pick up is available 

at the MFA building. The Backpack 

Program helps out many students 

in our area. 

 

 

Show Kindness During the Holidays 
Trinity Pagan 

Thanksgiving-greasy fingertips and 

stuffed bellies; heaping dinner plates... 

Christmas-frostbitten hands from snowball 

fights; pumping adrenaline; excitement 

opening presents. These are joyous scenes 

around the holidays. But few discuss the 

stress seasonal celebrations cause. 

Just imagine you are the kid opening a 

rewrapped gift from the year before, because 

that is all your Mom can afford. Disappointment 

spreads across your face like butter on bread, 

tears in your mother's eyes. Or picture your 

parents working three jobs breaking their 

bodies to get you the gift you want. This is the 

reality for some families that are not financially 

stable to afford the presents that others take 

for granted.   

One of the ways people celebrate is with a 

toast. Unfortunately, alcohol abuse is prevalent. 

There may be that one family member (or 

more) who says they’re only going to have one 

drink, but next thing you know, it has become 

too many. Some have no remorse; others act 

as if nothing happened. I know these types of 

experiences because alcoholism runs in both 

sides of my family. It worsens during the 

holidays. Still, I have been fortunate enough to 

enjoy most of the festivities. 

Many other factors increase stress during 

the holidays, especially since our society is so 

diverse. First, there are many religions in our 

culture. Therefore many people feel excluded 

by the focus on Christmas. Imagine being 

Jewish, Muslim, Hindu or atheist and hearing 

 

Xmas music in every store you shop because 

Christmas is heavily celebrated. How might 

you feel? What about non-traditional family 

issues when mixed religion causes problems? 

Not all people are tolerant and this might 

cause increased problems when families get 

together for a holiday.  

       Here are other situations you may not 

consider that impact families at the holidays: 

a gay son cannot visit because his father 

doesn't accept his orientation; a family travels 

half a day to visit dad who is in jail; an army 

soldier can't make it home for Christmas 

because he doesn’t have leave from active 

duty; a loved one died at the holidays and the 

season is a reminder of the loss; politics 

comes up and differing opinions cause 

arguments. These are only a few scenarios 

individuals experience during this season that 

increase tensions.  

Everyone needs to give and spread joy all 

year long, but especially during the holidays. 

Awareness of our varied lives leads to 

understanding and this is one step toward 

easing stress during the holidays. We need to 

give what we already have to the less 

fortunate. To show kindness and be a friend 

no matter the occasion because during these 

yearly celebrations studies show the suicide 

rate increases. This Christmas think about 

these words from Calvin Coolidge, “Christmas 

is not a time nor a season, but a state of 

mind. To cherish peace and goodwill, to be 

plenteous in mercy, is to have the real spirit 

of Christmas.” 

 
  

 


